








Numb. 103, 


MERCATOR: 


O R, 


Commerce 


Retrieved, 


BEING : 
CoNsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c. 





From Saturday, January 16. to Cueldap, January 19. 1713. 





The Mercator maits to hear the Oppofers prove their new Affertion, ( viz.) That we havea lofing 


Trade to Spain. 


If it could be proved,that We lofe by our Trade to Spain, it would be an unanfwerable Argument for 


Paffing the Commerce-Bill. 
Tie Particulars of that Inference explained. 


Another Letter from Mr. Backftroke, with more Evidences quoted out of the In{pector-General. 
An Account of Goods Exported to Spain in one Day, being the fame Day they Printed their Affertion, 


that We lofe Money by the Trade to Spain. 


nhs, 





S the MERCATOR is upon a Subies, that 

never was call’d in queftion before, (viz.) To 

Enquire, whether the Trade to Spain be ro our 

Profit or no, he waits with fome Impatience 

to know,what thofe People, who have advane’d this 

Novelty in the World, will fay towards a Proof of it ; 

for hitherto they have done no more than aftirnyd ir, 

without entring upon Matrer of Evidence or Explana- 

tion; and ’tis hoped,they do not expeét,that we thould 
tuke a thing of this nature upon Trufie 

Eut while they are to be funpofed bufy in preparing 
their SCHEME for the Proof of the Injury ard Lofs, 
which we fuffer by the Spanifh Trade, the Ad F 2 C A- 
TOR defires Leave to draw one Inference from the 
bare Affertion, which will be ftrong Motive added to 
what has been faid alreatly tor our fpeedily fettling the 
French Trade. 

One of the great Additions to our Return of Goeds 
from Spain has been this, Tliat the French Wines ha- 
ving been Prohibited, and a fevere Duty fill remaining 
upon them, almoft cqual to a Prohibition, we have 
heen obliged to fupply that Deficiency from Spain and, 
Portugal. 

Now if we take fo many Goods off from the Spa- 
niards, that it amounts to more,than they take off from 
us, and that we lofe by this Trade alfo, paying tlie Bal- 
lance in Moncy as they fay we do, why then the high 
Dutics on French Goods, fo far as that Particular ex- 
tends, are no Advantage to us, and do but drive us 
trom one Lofing Trade to another. 

The MERCATOR defires to Explain this a lit- 
tle for the fike of fome,who may not be fo much Ma- 
fiers of the Affair of Trade as others. 

Upon the Stop of the French: Wine Trade, our Peo- 
nie prefently fappo one of thefe two Things: 1. That 
either all is clear Gain to us, or ( 2.) That the Wine 
is wholly fepplv’d out of Portugal; which being al- 
low'd to be a gainful Trade, fy they. that which before 
was to our Lofs, is now quite turned into 2 new Chan- 
nel af Trade to our Advantage. 

Now if all che Fnereafe of the Importation of Wire 
my the room of French Wine was from Portugal, this 


might feem to be true: but as they tell us,we formerly 
Imported 20000 Ton of Wine and 6030 Ton of Brandy 
a Year from France, will they pretend to fay,that we 
ever Imported an encreas’d Quanuty like that from Por- 
tugal? No, nothing like it; but an equal, if nota fu- 
perior Quantity of Wines, has, at the fame time, come 
in from Spain. It is true, the Quantity of Wine fiom 
Spain was ufually more and greater than from Portu- 
eal: but we fhall now view the Encreafe only, as 


follows y 
Tons. 
Utual Im port of VM ines from Spain before the 3562 
War, as in 1087 , 





Ufual Import of Wines from Spain di? 
. , R? be } ,- 9788 
ring the War, particularly in the @?/™ 12285 
es , 2492 
Ycar 1700— 








Ufaal Import of Wines from Portugal before 3 
the War, viz. in the Year 1687 327 

















Ufual Impost of Wines from Portugal? , 
during the War, particularly in rhe C6584 7657 
Year 1700 : hae 3§ 
Spanifh Brandy Anno 1687 23 
e 62 
Spanith Brandy 1750 = i 155 
| 3 
Portugal Brandy Anno 1€87 None 





Portugal Brandy Anno. 17co — 


24. $ 
bMS 39 
Encreafe of either between the Times of War 

and Peace us follows; ( viz.) 














Fnereafe of the Wine from Portugal 7330 
Encreafe of the ‘Wine from Spain 8718 
Encreafe of Brandy from Spain 132 
Encreafe of Randy fiom Portogal 29 
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RPA : ence it is obvious to any 
Kone ‘oat, thid Encreafe of 8718 Ton of Wine per Annuin, 
aes eret portation of Wine from Spain, is occafioned 
— 


nes Underfianding, 


+, 
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Sok rt efop of our Trade from France. 
SS dee¥rien, as thefe Men fay, we lofe by our Trade to 

eB AD 4 oe 2 . 

SS Mi, and take more Goods from them than they take 
from us, and pay a Ballance to them in Money, then, 
fo far our ftopping the Trade to France is of no Ad- 
vantage to us; tho’ we were to grant,that we loft by 
the Trade to France, becaufe fo much of the Importa- 
tion of Wine is but removed from one lofing Trade 
to another lofing Trade; and we are as to that Artice, 
but juft where we were, m» 

If any Man queftion the Fa&t, and asks what parti- 
cular Wines they are in Spain,which are thus Encreas‘d, 
feeing the Canary Trade is vifibly funk above Two 
thirds of what it has been, and but lirtle Sherry has 
been brought in of late, compared to what was for- 
merly ; He may have an Anfwer from every Vintner 
in the Quaritity of Mountaih-Malaga’s for Whites ; 
the Galitia’s, Barcelona’s, &c. for Red Wines, of which 
we formerly fcarcely knew the Names. 

Now to what purpofe is allthis Stir about the mak- 
ing the French Treaty Effeétual ? Is it only tor about 
6009 or 7000 Ton of Portugal Wine? Is that of fuch 
Value to us asto ftopa Frade with a whole Nation! 
Befides, all the Wine is to be difcounted out of that 
Quantity, which Portugal fhall continue to bring in, 
after this Trade fhall be fettled, which is not likely to 
be much lefs than before, the Nation being come into 
a habit of Drinking flrong Wines, and the principal 
abatement of Quantity is likely to be upon the Spamih 
Wines, which do not come fo near to the French 
Wine as the Portugal Wines do; and many are of the 
Opinion, that we thall not Import a thoufand Pipes of 
Wine a Year the leis from Portugal, rho’ the French 
Trade were fettled; but of the Spanifh Wine, moft of 
the Encreas’d Quantity would abate, for Reafons of 
which, the MERC ATOR may {peak hereafter. 

If then the opening the French Trade will princi- 
pally affect our Importation of Wine from Spain, and 
the Spanifh Trade is to our Lofs, and dreins us of our 
Money, as thefe People have publickly affirm’d; Then, 
ptay where’s the Damage of the French Treaty, fuppo- 
fing all you fay of it were true? Itis but buying thar 
or Money in France, which, they fay, we buy for 
Money now in Spain; and we getthe Vent of all our 
own Goods into France in the Bargain. 

So this Argument Turns againit them, if it were 
True; and how fairly they will make it out to be True, 
that we fhall fee, when they pleafe to make it 
publick. 


To the Mercator. 


© FE Laiddown a Fundamental in my laf Letter but 
‘* one, (viz.) That the French being the firft,that 
laid on heavy Duties on the Trade between us and 
‘them; itis a gees Argument to prove,that the Trade 
was not carried on to our Lofs, as had been fuggefled. 


—" 


al 


‘Ie is my Bufinefs now to prove, thar the French | 


“were the firft, who began to lay Taxes on the Trade; 

and for this { mutt Crofs-Examine, as I faid before, 
their old Friend and Witnefs of their own Calling | 
up, (viz.) the Infpeétor-General, as follows: $ 


- 


a 


cr 


“ Sols per Ton upon Englifh Shipping, and the 
“* aforementioned Report takes notice, the French 
“ King, Anno 1654, 16602, 1644, and 1667, had 
“ encreafed the Dutics on our Woollen Manufic- 
“ture, our lead, Tin, Coals, Tobacco, ‘Sugar, 
“ Fith, and other Commodities, and reftrained 
“ the Importation of cur Woollen Goods to his 
Ports of Calais and Dicpe, and other Commo- 
dities to fome other incouvenicept Ports; and in 
1686 he laid high |impofitiois on all our Eaft- 
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“ce 
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LONDON: Printed tor Ben: ’ 





Goods fent thither, and refrained their Im por. 
tation to felect Ports. This we retaliareg ra 
1660, by oar Act for encouraging and encreafing 
Shipping and Navigation, which feeures ope 
* Trade not only from the Encroachmene of 

France, but of other Countries. There we }, 
5s upon their Tonnage, till they take off the 
“59 Sols upon ours. In 1668 we laid a ney 

Impofition upon their Wines and Brandies fo, 
two Years; In 1679 new Duries were laid upon 
their Wines and Vinegar for eight Years ; jn 
1667 an Act patled to prohibit French Wine 
Vinegar,. Brandy, Linnen-Cloth, Silks, Salt, 
Paper, Sc. for three Years; in 1678 an addi. 
tional Duty was laid upon all Wines, moft of 
which Duties were continued to 1688. 


‘Here it is plain, the French firft tax’d our Ship- 
* ping, and fir? caxd our Trade; Is it probable then 
* that they would have done fo, if they got a Million a 
Year by us? Could they be fo weak as not to forefee, 
that this would put us upon Retaliation, and Taxing 
or Prohibiaang wie Goods, and fo Rob them of thar 

Gainful Baliance, by leffening the Confumption of 
“their Goods among us, as laying Duties muft necefla- 
* rily do? a | 
‘ Again: Was it probable,we fhould never lay any 
Tax upon French Goods till they began it ? Nor 
* then, but very flowly and gradually, if we had found 
* that we lofta Million a Year by the Importation of 
© their Goods ! It is a certain Sign, that the Nation had 
* always other Notions of the Trade, fince they were 
* willing to leave it open, and fpare ic from Taxes as 
* long as they could, even till the French, who we fay 
* were the Gainers, began it. 

‘ Thefe things are all againft Nature, againft Reafon, 
* and againft the Courfe of Things ; they are not at all 
‘likely, and they ftrongly Argue,that the French Trade 
‘ was not, as has been reprefented, a Million a Year, 
‘no, nor any thing at all to our Lofs. 

© After the War had ftoppeda while, (viz.) from 1699, 
‘the Infpeétor-General gives an Account of the Bal- 
‘Jance of the French Trade being on our Side ; and,-as 
© he very well fays, had not the Teich Duties on our 
‘ Goods been laid before our Daties were laid on theirs, 
¢ it muft always have been fo; and if ever it was other- 
‘ wife, it muft have been, becaufe they being fenfible 
‘ that we Gained greatly by our Trade with them, began 
¢ with laying Duties upon the Trade, to prevent it: If we 
‘were the Lofers, it was our Bufinefs to lay Duties, not 
‘theirs ; and as we wete the Gainers, it appeared, that 
‘ ic was their Bufinef$, and not ours. Let Mr. Martin 
¢ Anfwer this fairly, if he can. 
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From the Cuftom-Houfle. 


Exported in One Day, ( viz.) January 7. 
1713. ¢o Spain and the Streights; dezng 
the fame Day, in which it was publifbed, 
that we lofe Money by our Trade to Spain. 


300 Long Cloths 


; es 65 Short Cloths 
“ Before the Year 1660, they hiadlaida Duty of so - > 


152 Spanith Cloths 
4 362 Double Bays 
45 Minikin Bays 
628 Perpets and Serges 
2100 Stuffs and Says 
785 doz. Hofe 
Lo doz. Huts 
172 Chairs 
Certain Uaberdathery, Pace, Silver 
ainl Gold Thread, Cabinets, 


wroughe fron, &c. 


f, 
’ 





weet rem et a as 


2) etme ee 


Pooker, at the Temple-Gate; and 





a— 


Joun Barser, on Lambeth-THill. (Price > Half-pence. ) 











